
Transmission Siting in the West

Presented by Mark Davidson



Transmission Siting in the West

Where Are We, 

Where Are We 

Headed . . .   

and How Will 

We Get There?



Where Are We?

ÁTransmission Siting is currently a 

hodgepodge of:

ïFederal, state and local siting regulations; 

ïZoning requirements; and 

ïCertificate of public convenience and necessity 

determinations.

ÁEach level comes with costs, timelines and 

hurdles to be overcome.

ÁHow did we get this far?



Where Are We Headed?

ÁEnergy Demand:

ïIncreased 35% between 1992-2007

ïProjected to increase 18-39% between 2008-2030

ÁEnergy Supply:

ïLimited transmission capacity

ïRemote generation areas



How Will We Get There?



Challenges to Transmission 

Construction

ÁPrincipal Hurdles:

ïDistance between urban areas and generation sources 

ïThe NIMBY Syndrome 

ïConflicts between local, statewide and regional interests 

ïFederal and state environmental reviews 

ïFederal land authorizations 

ïInconsistent and conflicting state and local regulatory 

requirements 

ïInconsistent state policies regarding GHG and RPS 



Location of Generation Sources


